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Chairman’s Report
Chair: Stéphane Escafre

Senior Adviser: Mike Hoffpauir

Secretary: Marco Biagioli

Councillors: Geert Bailleul, Aris Marghetis, Umesh
KC, Allan Herbert



Chairman’s Report
Members: Ismael R. Soto Gonzalez, Charles Eichab, Javier
Perez Llera, Amira Marzouk, Kelvin Daniel, Michal Krasenkow,
Gregor Johann, Jouni Lehtivaara, Amiram Kaplan, and Ashot
Vardapetyan



Chairman’s Report
Our first job was to provide and diffuse the updated text of the new
laws of chess.
 
They were created by the former members of the Rules
Commission.

I want to thank Mahdi Abdulrahim & Mehrdad Pahlevanzadeh,
former Chairman and Secretary.



Chairman’s Report

The Rules Commission
website has been
entirely re-designed in
a user-friendly way



Chairman’s Report
The Rules Commission started a cooperation with various
departments:

With the Arbiters’ Commission – to have a permanent
consultation on the Laws of Chess to clarify better some points or
intervene where there is an unclear rule (on such topic there was
also some cross-commissions meeting).



Chairman’s Report
The Commission established two sub-committees:

 
● Laws and Penalties

● General Regulations for Competitions



Chairman’s Report
The Laws and penalties sub-committee worked on the Laws of
Chess with two primary purposes:
(a) to review all changing proposals presented to the Commission
and
(b) to create guidelines to adopt common penalties in similar
situations.

Aris Marghetis (CAN) chaired this sub-committee.



Chairman’s Report
The General Regulations for Competitions
Sub-committee aims to do a comprehensive job on Handbook
chapter C.05, which requires revision after many years.

Stéphane Escafre (FRA) personally chairs this sub-committee. 



Chairman’s Report
Online Chess Regulations:
the Millennium Boards development has led to the need to create
special regulations.

The Rules Commission took the opportunity to clarify or better re-
write some parts of the documents which needed to be improved.

This project was conducted quickly and successfully in
cooperation with several
commissions.



Chairman’s Report
The RC provides some special documents:
 
mostly dedicated to one particular event.
These activities are normally proceeding through a “fast track” as
they are suppose to come within a certain time, e.g. the guidelines
developed for the World Cup.



Features of the Rules
Commission website

Let’s navigate together rcc.fide.com 

https://rcc.fide.com/


New Online Chess
Regulations
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New C.05 General
Regulations 

for Competitions
The current document is pretty old, largely unapplied and in
many parts clashes with other regulations or overlaps with
other sections  of the Handbook;
A comprehensive re-write job aims to have a real General
Regulations applying as last standard for all FIDE competitions
except World Events;
the biggest challenge is to regulate the technology in the
playing hall, as a tool for the arbiters instead of a problem;
Stéphane Escafre, Marco Biagioli and Javier Pérez Llera 



Re-writing
Laws of Chess

The original assignment: 
to review submitted suggestions to the Laws
to review/reconsider all penalties in the Laws

THANK YOU to the original members!
Allan Herbert (BAR), Mike Hoffpauir (USA),
Gregor Johann (GER), Michal Krasenkow (POL)



Re-writing
Laws of Chess

The re-write team: 
IA/IO/FI Nebojša Baralić (SRB) ARB Secretary
IA Marco Biagioli (ITA) RC Secretary
IA/NI Sabrina de San Vicente (URU) QC Chair
IA Stéphane Escafre (FRA) RC Chair
IA/IO Alex Holowczak (ENG) Handbook
IA/IO Aris Marghetis (CAN) RC
IA/FI Gopakumar Sudhakaran (IND) FPL
IA Ashot Vardapetyan (ARM) RC



Re-writing
Laws of Chess

The quality control team: 
IA Stéphane Escafre (FRA)
Allan Herbert (BAR)
Mike Hoffpauir (USA)
Gregor Johann (GER)
Michal Krasenkow (POL)



Re-writing
Laws of Chess

The initial phases: 
identify current challenges = Why re-write Laws?!
identify areas of change, from high-level to details
restructure and redraft, learning from other sports



Various from the
audience


